Chris Durham Motorsports

Hi-Clearance TJ Hood Installation Instructions

Fits 1997-2006 Jeep Wrangler TJs and LJs.

NOTES:

e The Chris Durham Motorsports (CDM) hood is a high-clearance multi-layer fiberglass hood that
has been used extensively on competition and hardcore recreational rockcrawlers alike. Many
years of development went into this hood to ensure the fit and finish is equally at home on daily
drivers as well as hardcore four-wheelers.

e The factory hood safety catch is defeated with the CDM hood. For this reason, the CDM hood is
recommended for off-road use only.

e The CDM hood ships in paint-ready gelcoat and requires minimal prep for painting to match the
vehicle’s body color.

o  We strongly recommend fully installing the CDM hood BEFORE painting the hood.

e This CDM hood requires trimming factory sheetmetal for installation. If uncomfortable or
inexperienced with sheetmetal trimming, CDM recommends installation by a professional.

1. Place the vehicle on level ground with the transmission in Park or First gear and set the parking brake.

2. Disconnect the windshield washer tubes from the nozzles present on the hood. Also disconnect and
remove the hood-mounted engine light, if applicable. Save all tubing and hardware for re-use.



3. With the help of an assistant, remove the six bolts attaching the hood to the hood hinges. Leave the
hinges attached to the cowl. Carefully remove the stock hood and set aside. Save the hardware for re-

use.

4. Disconnect the wiring from the front corner marker lights and remove the stock front fender flares if
applicable.

NOTE: Perform steps 5-8 one side at a
time.

5. On the top of the fender, measure
forward 13-1/2” along the top of the
fender from the edge of the body tub
where it meets the front fenders and
make a mark. Then line up a
straightedge along the rear edge of the
front fender opening so that the edge
line extends up to the top of the fender.
The straightedge should be close to
lining up with the 13-1/2” mark on top.
This area will be cut, so prepare it by
applying protective tape to avoid
damaging the paint. Blue painter’s tape
works well.

6. Once tape is in place, once again mark the top of the fender 13-1/2” from the front edge of the tub
(figure 1). Position the straightedge along the trailing edge of the front fender and draw a line up to the

top of the fender (figure 2).




7. Measure forward (towards the front bumper) %” from the line just drawn and make a second line
parallel with the first one (figure 3). This will be your cut line. The extra %4” will leave enough material to
roll the edge of the fender for a smooth finish.
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8. Join the cut line with the 13-1/2” mark on top of the fender and extend the line to the pinch seam on
the top of the fender (figure 4).

9. Repeat steps 5 through 9 on the other side.

10. Inside the wheelwell very close to the face of the grille are three bolts per side that attach the front
portion of the fender to the grille shell. Remove these three bolts (figure 5).

11. On most (but not all) fenders there is a fender bolt in the grille just above the top of the fender and
lined up with the pinch seam. If present, leave this bolt in place as well as the three bolts per side
pointing forward on the back of the grille that secure the inner fender structure. All fender sheetmetal
from these bolts outward will be o p—
removed. \ \
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12. A body or sheetmetal saw is
recommended to perform the
trimming in the next steps, as this
generally yields the cleanest cuts
with minimal paint damage. Other
cutting implements include a plasma
cutter or 3.5” cutoff wheel. Make
sure you are familiar with whatever
cutting method you use and practice
on scrap pieces if necessary to




ensure you are comfortable with the implement you plan to use.

13. Make a cut at the marked line on the outside edge of the fender and across the top to the pinch
seam. Do not cut into the pinch seam itself.

14. Using the outside edge of the pinch
seam as a guide, cut forward from the
initial cut towards the grille (Figures 6
and 7).

15. Cut down from the pinch seam to the
outside edge of the top bolt securing the
fenderwell in the back of the grille. It
may be easiest to remove the grille for
this operation, but it is not required.

16. Repeat these cuts on the other side.
Clean up any sharp edges with a grinder
and paint any exposed metal edges.

17. With the help of an assistant, place
the Chris Durham Motorsports hood and
align it with the grille and cowl. Due to
Jeep manufacturing variances and
vehicle history (accidents, etc), alignment
may vary. Once happy with the
placement of the hood, position the
hood hinges and mark the position for
hood hinge bolts.

18. Remove the hood and drill at the
marked locations using an 21/64” drill
bit.

19. Re-position the hood on the vehicle and attach the hood to the hinges using the factory bolts with
installer-added fender washers and nyloc nuts. Alternatively, the factory hood has a three-hole plate
that can be removed and used with the CDM hood. Leave the hardware slightly loose in order to make
any small adjustments to the overall alignment of the hood.

IMPORTANT: Place fender washers on the underside of the hood hinge bolts. This helps prevent future
cracking and hood damage.

NOTE: Customers have used a variety of hood closure methods over the years. While hood pins may
seem to be the easiest method, Chris Durham Motorsports does not recommend them. Hood pins do
not have much “give” in them, and if the hood makes contact with a trail obstacle such as a tree or rock,
the rigidity of hood pins can cause the hood to crack or break. Instead, we recommend the use of CJ-
style hood latches, which are readily available in the automotive aftermarket. These latches allow the



hood to flex with less likelihood of cracking or breaking. Follow these steps to install CJ-style latches
(Figures 8 and 9).

20. On the side of the grille shell is a flat surface roughly even with the headlights. This is where the
latch anchor will be positioned. Position the main portion of the hood latch (the spring-loaded part) on
the underside of the flat hood flare and roughly lined up with the flat surface on the side of the grille.
Mark the location for two mounting holes to be drilled in the hood. When positioned correctly, the
mounting holes will be about 1” from where the hood starts to curve upward.

21. Drill %" holes at
the marked locations
and secure the latch to
the underside of the
hood flare using
appropriate hardware.

22. Remove the
headlight bezel and
headlight assembly to
make accessing the
inside of the grille shell
easier. Measure the
amount of hood latch
travel from at rest to
fully extended. Extend
the hood latch about
halfway in its available travel, and with the help of an assistant, mock up the latch anchor on the grille
shell. Mark the location of the two mounting holes to be drilled for the anchor. Drill the marked holes
and secure the anchor to the grille using the appropriate screws.

23. If desired, remove the windshield
washer nozzles from the factory hood
and install them in the CDM hood.
There are dimples present in the CDM
hood to assist with positioning. Attach
the supply tubes to the nozzles.

NOTE: The CDM hood is designed to
accept the twin washer nozzles on the
earlier TJ hoods; later hoods used a
single, centered nozzle. If installing the
hood on a later vehicle, it will be
necessary to obtain and retrofit the
earlier washer nozzles. These are
inexpensive and readily available both
factory and from the aftermarket.




24. Installation is now complete. Double-check fitment and make any necessary adjustments until
satisfied with hood alignment. If desired, remove, prep, and paint the hood.

WARNING: The factory hood safety catch is defeated with the CDM hood. Always be sure the hood is
properly secured before driving or towing the vehicle. Failure to secure the hood can lead to vehicle
damage and potential injury. The CDM hood is recommended for off-road use only.

Helpful Installation Photos










